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Massachusetts Passenger Rail System
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Rail Overview
• Diversity of railroad ownership and operations

– 1,175  route miles of railroad in Massachusetts – 488 public 
o nership 687 pri ate o nershipownership, 687 private ownership

• Public – MBTA, EOT = 465 miles
• Private – CSX, Pan Am Railways = 491 miles

R i l d h t li t 219 il• Regional and short line operators = 219 miles

• Growing demand and congestion
– Shared freight and passenger operationg p g p
– Changing markets, customer focus
– Intermodal connectivity

Infrastructure shrinking with abandonment NIMBY• Infrastructure shrinking with abandonment, NIMBY
• Land use constraints
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Shipping Patterns of MA Rail Freight Flows
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Top Ten Rail Commodities with an 
Origin or Destination in MAg

Commodity - Total O&D Rail Tons % Share
Misc Mixed Shipments 2 15 19%Misc Mixed Shipments 2.15 19%
Chemicals Or Allied Products 1.44 13%
Food Or Kindred Products 1.33 12%
Pulp, Paper Or Allied Products 1.21 11%
Farm Products 0.87 8%
Waste Or Scrap Materials 0 82 7%Waste Or Scrap Materials 0.82 7%
Transportation Equipment 0.71 6%
Nonmetallic Minerals 0.64 6%
Clay, Concrete, Glass Or Stone 0.58 5%
Lumber Or Wood Products 0.53 5%
Total 11 23
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Total  11.23 
Note: Though there are 1.3 million tons of coal traveling on 

MA rail, 1.1 million are through and thereby not reflected 
in this table



Rail Issues – Freight

• Weight on Rail (“286”)
Load b e ception competiti e disad antage– Load by exception – competitive disadvantage

– Private investment – public impacts
• Vertical Clearances

– Plate F
• New freight cars are larger – load by exception for Massachusetts

– Double StackDouble Stack
• MA customers not able to take advantage of benefits of double stack
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Rail Issues – Freight

• Yard Infrastructure and Connectivity
– Improvements to meet market needs
– Impact of external forces/events

C it d L d U I• Community and Land Use Issues
– Lack of industrial sites

Opposition to industrial development– Opposition to industrial development
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Rail Issues – Shared Use

• Control and coordination
P li i• Policy issues

Freight weight restrictions (286k)
Vertical clearancesVertical clearances
Freight turnouts
Cost allocation
C it t i tCapacity constraints
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Rail Opportunities
• Public Private Partnerships 

– Strategic investments to increase market shareg
– Need to evaluate state funding constraints
– Decision making to include state, railroad and 

customers
• Multi-State Coordination

P d F i ht– Passenger and Freight
– I-95 Corridor Coalition
– Coalition of Northeastern Governors– Coalition of Northeastern Governors
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Next Steps

• Complete commodity flow assessment 
• Complete infrastructure conditions assessment• Complete infrastructure conditions assessment
• Refine issues and opportunities by mode

R i l bli / t k h ld ti i l t• Regional public/stakeholder meetings in late 
October/early November
Draft preliminary strategies investments policy• Draft preliminary strategies, investments, policy
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